
Guidelines to help you choose a college 
 

A. Begin by asking yourself these questions: 

     1. What are my goals in terms of an education? 

     2. What are my career goals? 

     3. What are my interests? 

     4. What are my strengths and weaknesses? 

 

B. Check the items below to help make a preliminary selection: 

     1. ____Two-year college; ____Four-year College; ____Trade/Vocational school 

     2. ____In-state school; ____Out-of-state school 

     3. ____Large college (10,000+); ____Medium college(5,000+); ____Small college 

     4. ____Public college; ____Private college 

     5. ____Religious affiliated; ____Non-religious affiliated 

     6. ____On-campus housing; ____Off-campus housing: ____Commute 

 

C. Research colleges based on the items checked above by: 

     1. Talking with your counselor 

     2. Reading college bulletins and The College Handbook 

     3. Talking to alumni and friends who have attended your schools of interest 

     4. Attending meetings with college representatives in the Counseling Center 

     5. Attending local College Fair programs 

     6. Visiting the internet sites of the schools that interest you 

 

D. Plan to visit college campuses this year 

     1. Make an appointment with the Office of Admissions well in advance. Do not just drop in 

        for a visit! 

     2. Request a copy of your transcript to take with you 

     3. Visit when students are on campus if possible 

     4. Include your parents on the visit and in your discussions with admissions counselors 

     5. Do some homework on the Internet before your visit. 

 

E. Look for these things on your visit: 

     1. Surroundings and campus atmosphere. Will you want to spend four years here? 

     2. Department(s) which you think might be your major area of study 

     3. Library facilities 

     4. Dorm life and student union or activity center 

     5. Sit in classes 

     6. Check on extracurricular activities available 

 

F. Things you should be prepared to discuss when making a visit: 

     1. Your field of interest 

     2. Your future plans and objectives 

     3. Reason for your interest in the school 

     4. Your transcript/grades and course plan for senior year 



 G. College admission decisions are based on: 

     1. Academic Achievement (including English, math, science, social studies, and foreign 

language) 

     2. Rigor of high school course work 

     3. ACT/SAT scores 

     4. Essay 

     5. Letters of Recommendation 

     6. Extracurricular/community activities 

  

H. Apply to College 

     1. Apply early in your senior year (August – October) 

     2. We recommend applying to 6-8 colleges 

     3. Set your goals high, but also have a realistic approach when applying to colleges.  We 

        recommend when applying to a school that may be a “reach” school that you also apply to 

       one or more “safety” schools in order to ensure your admission and scholarship 

       opportunities.  

     4. Applications for most colleges are available on each school’s website, but a small number 

        are available in the Counseling Center or you can contact the college through the Office of 

       Admission. 

     5. Complete the applications online.   

 


